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WASHINGTON — A sharp and surprisingly persistent slowdown in the growth of health care costs is helping to narrow the federal deficit, leaving budget experts trying to figure out whether the trend will last and how much the slower growth could help alleviate the country’s long-term fiscal problems. 
Douglas W. Elmendorf of the Congressional Budget Office said health spending growth continued at its lowest rate in decades. 
In figures released last week, the Congressional Budget Office said it had erased hundreds of billions of dollars in projected spending on Medicare and Medicaid. The budget office now projects that spending on those two programs in 2020 will be about $200 billion, or 15 percent, less than it projected three years ago. New data also show overall health care spending growth continuing at the lowest rate in decades for a fourth consecutive year. 
Health experts say they do not yet fully understand what is driving the lower spending trajectory. But there is a growing consensus that changes in how doctors and hospitals deliver health care — as opposed to merely a weak economy — are playing a role. Still, experts sharply disagree on where spending might be in future years, a question with major ramifications for the federal deficit, family budgets and the overall economy. 
Part of the slowdown stems from “the recession and the loss of income and wealth” causing people to cut back on health care, Douglas W. Elmendorf, the director of the Congressional Budget Office, said last week. But he added that a “significant part” of the slowdown “probably arises from structural changes in the health care system.” 
Some insurers have moved away from simply paying per procedure by giving health care providers financial incentives to reduce complications and rehospitalizations, for instance.  Doctors, nurses and hospitals have also taken steps to reduce wasteful treatments. Many of the changes predate the 2010 health care overhaul, but the law has also contributed to the changes by offering some financial incentives, health care experts say. 
Even if slower growth persists, the cost of health care poses one of the greatest threats to the country’s fiscal health. It threatens to consume a larger proportion of the overall budget, meaning larger deficits, cuts to other programs, higher taxes or some combination of the three. Remaining on a lower cost trajectory would reduce the pressure on Democrats and Republicans seeking to put the country on a sounder fiscal path. 
Задание:
1. Прочитайте текст и письменно переведите его.
1. Выпишите из текста существительные в единственном числе, поставьте их в форму множественного числа и переведите.
1. Выпишите из текста интернациональные слова.
1. Выпишите из текста слова, относящиеся к вашей специальности и переведите.
1. Выпишите из текста все неправильные глаголы, запишите их основные формы и переведите.
1. Выпишите из текста 10 предложений в Present Indefinite , употребите каждое в Past Indefinite и Future Indefinite и переведите их.
1. Выпишите из текста одно предложение и составьте к нему 5 типов вопросов.
1. Напишите следующие предложения в вопросительных и отрицательных формах.
1. I know French perfectly. 2) There is a big parade today. 3) There are two lamps in the room. 4) She makes mistakes in spelling. 5) They live on Kiev. 6) There was a very interesting lecture last Monday. 7) There were few passengers in the compartment. 8) They stayed in Moscow all summer. 9) Ann passed all her examinations. 10) The plane lives at 10 o’clock.
1. Переведите следующие предложения на английский язык, обращая внимание на образование степеней сравнения прилагательных.
1. Мой компьютер не такой новый, как компьютер моего друга.
1. Наши экзамены гораздо труднее, чем ваши.
1. Невский проспект – одна из самых красивых улиц Санкт-Петербурга.
1. Кто самый младший в нашей группе?- Иванов. Но он самый высокий.
1. Крым – одно из самых лучших мест для отдыха.


